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In this issue:
• Barefoot Bowling & BBQ 18 Sept

• Camping Weekend 1–3 Oct

•  Springbrook Weekend 28–30 Oct

• SSQ AGM 5 Nov

•  Perth Jass Tournament results

www.swiss.org.au/ssq
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Photos by Gabriel Dubler. 
© Cover photo and photo of a happy Willi Felder  

and his accordion by Patrik Good.

SSQ 1 August Celebration at Samford
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Issue No. 4/2016
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http://swiss.org.au/

clubs/ssq/ 
2016_04_SNQ.pdf

DEADLINE
For submissions for 

issue 5/2016:
2 November 2016

THE MISSION OF THE 
SWISS SOCIETY

Preserve and promote 
the Swiss heritage 

and goodwill  
between Australia  
and Switzerland 

through social and 
cultural activities. 

DISCLAIMER 

Letters published in this 
brochure do not necessar-
ily reflect the opinions of 

the committee.

When photos are taken at 
events, please advise the 
photographer(s) if you do 
not wish your picture to 

appear in the Swiss News. 
Otherwise we presume you 
consent for photos of you/
your children to be pub-

lished in the Swiss News.

ABN
79 756 877 680

President’s 
Message
Dear members and friends of the SSQ,

It has been a little while since our last 
Swiss News was published at the end of 
May. 

In the meantime we enjoyed a very 
successful Raclette night; hiked up Mount 
Greville; our very own Matthias Bickel 
brought the AU Jass trophy back to Brisbane; and we enjoyed great 
food and entertainment at the Gold Coast Metzgete. 

We also celebrated a fantastic Swiss National Day, where once 
again we were very lucky with the weather. We also have a steady 
increase of people taking advantage of the overnight camping. For 
me personally it was a great pleasure to see so many families with 
their children turn up. I would like to thank both Matthias Neurohr 
for organising the Edelweiss Run to keep the little- and not so little 
ones entertained for most of the afternoon and Michelle Voser for 
looking after the lantern making. And a big thank you to all helpers 
who supported us from Friday onwards with the setup until Sunday 
morning with the cleanup. 

Our next function is the Barefoot Bowling on 18 September. I hope to 
see a lot of you coming along to enjoy a leisurely Sunday afternoon. 
We had lots of fun last year.

Our camping weekend is held from Saturday to Monday,  
1–3 October. For more details see page 12 or the website.

We still have our regular Jass function every second Wednesday and 
it’s great to see  some new players coming along.

The yodel choir is also practicing every second Thursday and they 
too had some new people joining.

As I had announced at the Swiss National Day celebration I will step 
back as President at the coming AGM. Retirement is not far off  and 
it is important to me that we have a good continuity in the committee 
and to prevent us ‘oldies’ to all leave at the same time. If anyone out 
there thinks they would like to join a great team please get in touch 
with any of the committee members.

Your President 
Rita von Rotz
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A warm welcome
to our new members:
• Lafranchi Allan, Langlo

• Ernst Mani and Tammy, Brighton

• Biber Muriele and Good Patrik, 
Wynum

We welcome you to the Swiss Society of 
Queensland and look forward to getting 
to know you at one of our next events.

Please contact any of the committee 
members for info about the club (see 
contact details on page 24). 

Have you changed your contact  
details? Please let us know so we can 
update our records.

Anita Meier, Secretary, call 0401 957 309 
or email anita.meier72@bigpond.com

Visiting Switzerland soon?

Swiss Half Fare Card: 50% discount on 
travelling in Switzerland.

Planning a longer stay in Switzerland? 
Would you like to go on excursions 
throughout the whole country? Then we 
recommend the Swiss Half Fare Card. This 
entitles you to one month’s half-price travel 
from the date of purchase on trains, buses, 
boats and mountain railways anywhere in 
Switzerland, in 1st and 2nd class.

Valid for one month (= 30 days) starting with 
the first transfer day.

You can purchase the Swiss Half Fare card at 
any train station, just don’t forget to take your 
passport with you.

Swiss Half Fare Card: CHF 120.00

(info from sbb.ch)

....that you could enjoy the day with yummie food 
and delicious drinks....

....and that the kids had a great time too!

Our fabulour volunteers at the Swiss National Day 
Celebration ensured that all food and drink  
vouchers were paid for....
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A big THANK YOU to the SSQ Committee  
and volunteers for another successful and fabulous  
Swiss National Day Celebration at Samford.

The SSQ Committee at the Swiss National Day Celebration at Samford

Approx 450 people turned up at Samford 
Showgrounds to celebrate the Swiss National 
Day on a beautiful sunny Queensland Winter 
day. 

The program started with the welcome 
address of the SSQ club’s president, Rita von 
Rotz. Music and entertainment was provided 
by the Baerg-Roeseli choir, we had a beautiful 
yodel-performance by our members Priska 
and Jakob Meier, and the kids had fun doing 
a parcour and preparing lanterns for the 
evening. 

The Honorary Consul of Brisbane, Daniel 
Gschwind, addressed the crowd and we 
listened to the taped speech by Swiss 
President Johann Schneider Amman. 

Delicious Swiss food was prepared and sold 

by the many volunteers, and delicious Rivella 
was also available. Swiss club members and 
friends were also able to purchase Ragusa, 
meatloaf and bratwurst and other Swiss 
goodies to take home.

In the evening there was the lantern 
procession and then the bonfire was lit and a 
good time was had by all.

This event would not be possible without the 
many volunteers who dedicate their time and 
resources to ensure the SSQ members and 
their friends have a great day. A big thank you 
to the committee members who put so much 
work and planning into this day. Thank you 
to everyone who helped make this another 
successful event. 

It was a fantastic 1 August Celebration!
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Swiss Community Care Society

President: Lorly Wihler 07 3298 5300
Vice President: Marianne Bucher 07 3841 6239
Secretary:  Erika Vincent  02 6672 8591
Treasurer: Anita Bickel 07 3122 7007  

anita@swiss.org.au

Committee: Silvia Alini 07 3848 7519
  Marlies Lymann 07 3397 8359
  Susanne Dolle 0408 191 537
Committee Member for the Sunshine Coast:
  Ursula Sheldon 07 5443 4272 

Postal:   SCCS, Erika Vincent, 35 Myrtle Street, Murwillumbah NSW 2484

www.swiss.org.au/sccsq

Dear members, friends and compatriots,

Its already a while since we all met at the 
seniors lunch at Buderim. I am sure those 
who made the journey to Buderim enjoyed 
the day. Baerg-Roeseli’s performance was 
as entertaining as it is every year. Where 
else can you hear “Amazing Grace” on the 
alphorn. Suzanne our photographer took lots 
of photos, here is a small selection.

The SCCS is ticking along as usual, there is 
always somebody to contact or something to 
organise. At present Lorly and Silvia are busy 
looking for a venue for our next Christmas 
Lunch. Not an easy task! Unfortunately the 
hall we rented last year is booked out. I am 
certain they will find something suitable in 
time. 

On a sader note, two of our members passed 
away. At the beginning of June, Ron Stauffer 
and a few weeks later Fritz Schmidiger. Our 
thoughts are with both of their families. Let 
me again remind you that the SCCS is willing 
to help should the need arise.

Finally a short thought – Growing old is 
mandatory, growing up is optional!

I‘ll be off to Switzerland and Europe for a 
month. 

Until next time,    

Erika Vincent   

 More photos see page 28.
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Swiss Yodel & Folklore Group
Baerg-Roeseli

Email: syfg@swiss.org.au  

President: Katja Wallimann Gates Phone/Fax: 07 3871 1339 
Secretary: Iris Roethlisberger Phone: 07 3285 4818 
Treasurer:  Peter Weidmann  Phone: 07 3397 8359/ 
  Fax: 07 3397 0356 

Dear friends of the choir,

Something I always wanted to do while 
visiting Switzerland was learning how to 
yodel. Although I have been a member of the 
yodel choir for many years, I actually haven’t 
got a clue of the intricacies of the yodelling 
art. So, on my last trip back home, I found 
myself with an empty weekend (!?) - my 
opportunity to check out current yodelling 
courses. Quite a few workshops were on offer, 
even one almost next door, at the ‘Zentrum 
Karl der Grosse’ next to the Grossmuenster 
in Zuerich. Poa, that’s it I thought, but to my 
ignorant surprise, it had been booked out for 
ages, and that I shouldn’t bother about the 
waiting list either, it was overflowing too! 

It seemed that yodelling had gained more 
attention and interest in the wider community 
since I’ve lived here many years ago. More 
contemporary yodel groups and adaptions to 
choir repertoires might have made the yodel 
more appealing, maybe it had something to 
do with the hugely popular yearly ‘Klangwelt’ 
in the canton of Toggenburg which celebrates 
the ‘Naturstimme’ (natural voice) from around 
the globe, or a ‘back to the roots thing’ - who 
knows. I eventually found one last spot for 
the said weekend in Seewis, Prättigau, run 
by Seraina Hartmann. I had absolutely no 
idea what to expect, but a weekend packed 
with singing in a beautiful location (Seewis 
is on route of the 4 day hike ‘Prättigauer 
Höhenweg’) sounded very appealing to me.

I met a lovely group of people from across 
Switzerland, experienced and beginner 
yodellers, and Seraina turned out to be a 

wonderful teacher. There were many things 
I learned and I hope to further develop, but 
one of the most important realisations was 
that yodelling had a lot to do with courage to 
produce the raw sounds of the chest voice, 
as opposed to the more sophisticated head 
voice. This image of raw and sophisticated, of 
ugly and nice, just as it is in life, I found very 
intriguing; see, there is more to the yodel than 
you probably thought!

If you are interested, below are a couple of 
links that might be helpful, or come along to 
one of our practices.

www.jodelschule (Seraina Hartman’s 
webpage)

www.jodel.ch

Kind regards

Gabriella Veidt-Wiedmer

 

www.swiss.org.au/syfg

Gabriella attended a yodel course at Seewis, 
Prättigau
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Fraser Coast Group
www.swiss.org.au/page.php?ID=105

Since August 2001: Get-Togethers for Aussie-Swiss families in  
February/May/August/December. Including Bauple, Maryborough, Childers, Bundaberg, etc.

Cecile Scherrer  
Phone: 07 4194 0105, Mobile: 0409 286 326 
18 Grey Gum Ct, Urraween Qld 4655 

Email: cecile@swiss.org.au

Mark it in your calendar!

Please call or email Cecile for more information. All welcome!

Samichlaus + Grittibaenzen 
Saturday/Sunday   
3/4 December 2016 
Where: to be announced 
with "Grittibaenzen" competition

Schwizerduetschi Spielgruppe – Swiss German Play group
Are you a Swiss German speaking family with young children and are you interested 
in a regular playgroup meeting? This is a great opportunity for children and mums and 
dads to improve their conversation in Swiss German.

If you are interested please contact Sandra and she will add you to the mailing list.

Sandra Landolt, phone 0402 655 158 or  
email sandralandolt@yahoo.com.au

The group is going to meet on a more ad-hoc basis. Please register 
your name and email address with Sandra and we will inform you 
via our email newsletter about upcoming meetings. 

For info see also our blog at http://swissplaygroup.blogspot.com
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Gold Coast Group
www.swiss.org.au/gcs

Franz Huber Phone: 07 5530 5061, Mobile: 0414 970 666   
Bruno Vogt Phone: 07 5559 4600   
Hansruedi & Merla Schwegler Phone: 07 5529 4763

Email: gcs@swiss.org.au 

Once again the Gold Coast Metzgete  
was a huge success!

Thanks to the Swiss Yodel & Folklore Group and a big Thank You to all the wonderful and 
dedicated volunteers of the Gold Coast Swiss group. Appreciated very much was the 
support from the Brisbane side as well. METZGETE, bringing a piece of Swiss tradition to our 
community.

Merla Cabardo

End-of-year picnic 

Sunday, 27 November 2016

Date: Sunday, 27 November 2016

Time: From 10am

Where: as there are some construction 
going on in Evendale Park, our 
end of the year picnic will be 
held at Hinterland Regional Park 
in Mudgeeraba.

 Look out for the Swiss flags.

Bring: BYO drinks, salads and maybe 
a dessert to share. Bratwurst 
and cervelats with bread will be 
available for purchase.

 You might want to bring some 
camping chairs, sunscreen and 
hats.

 We hope to see you there.
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The Joke Box

EVA UND DAS FEIGENBLATT

Als Gott nach jenem Apfelbiss

sie aus dem Paradiese schmiss,

begannen so – von heut’ auf morgen –

für Eva schon die Kleidersorgen.

Es standen Blätter nur zur Wahl,

und Eva wurd’ die Wahl zur Qual.

Das Lorbeerblatt war ihr zu klein,

das Buchenblatt zu wenig fein,

das Eichenblatt war ihr zu hart,

auch schien es nicht genug apart.

Das Gurkenblatt missfiel ihr auch,

es kratzte sie zu sehr am Bauch.

So blieb es bei dem Feigenblatte,

weil es die schönsten Formen hatte.

Eva trug es wirklich gern –

Solang das Feigenblatt modern.

Auf Erden währt jedoch nichts ewig,

das Blatt, es wurde braun und schäbig,

vertrocknet hing es noch am Stiel,

bekam dann Risse und zerfiel.

Eva fragte sich mit Schrecken:

Womit soll ich mich jetzt bedecken?

Verzweifelt hat sie aufgeschrien:

“Adam, ich hab‘ nichts anzuziehn!!”

Die Worte, wie sie damals schallten,

haben bis heute sich erhalten;

so hört man auch seit jener Stund’

sie fast aus jedem Frauenmund.

(thanks to Peter Gloor for  
sending verse this in ;-)

SMS WITH MY DOG
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Join us for a fun game of 
Barefoot-Bowling

Sunday, 18 September 2016

A sunny Sunday, a chance to meet up with 
friends, what better way to kick the shoes 
off and be challenged by the skills of lawn 
bowling.

About 20 people came to the Tarragindi Bowls 
Club last year and of those 15 tried their luck 
with the unpredictable bowls. Through the 
sound of laughter, calls and questions could 
be heard: why is it turning this way? Is it my 
turn? Oh no, too far! Not far enough, which 
way is the right way????

Soon a whiff of grilling sausages disturbed the 
concentration of the players. A halt was called 
for and everyone enjoyed salads, sausages 
and a cool drink.

Eager players soon fronted the mats again to 
have another go, others enjoyed chatting with 
friends and the children enjoyed their game 
with their own lighter bowls.

Let’s do it all again this year. Will you join us? 

Silvia Alini

Lunch: Purchase sausages from the BBQ. 
Price of $10 also includes salads, breads and 
some sweets. Drinks: To be purchased from 
the Bowls Club Bar (no BYO).

Date: Sunday, 18 September 2016

Time: from 11am

Venue: Tarragindi Bowls Club,  
30 Andrew Ave, Tarragindi 4121 
Public transport: Bus No 112 will 
take you to Bus Stop No 38a

Cost: $10 for lunch; and $5 per player if 
you wish to participate in bowling 

RSVP: 12 September (important for 
catering reasons)

 Rita von Rotz  call 0431 707 144  or  
3314 8344

 René Alini call 3848 7519 or  
0408 982 025 
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Swiss Society of Queensland

Camping Weekend
Camp Cooroora

Saturday, 1 October – Monday, 3 October 2016

Camp Cooroora is ideally set on the 
Queensland’s Sunshine Coast between 
Noosa and Cooroy, the camp site is set 
on part of the northern banks of Lake 
MacDonald between Cooroy.

The site is mainly grassed with tress 
bordering all boundaries including that 
of the lake, fishing is permitted on Lake 
MacDonald, but only with a fisheries permit 
which can be purchased from the camp 
managers, fishing competitions are held 
on Lake MacDonald twice a year and 
anglers come from all over Queensland and 
interstate for these competitions, and a large 
amount of anglers use the camping facilities.

Unfortunately swimming is not permitted 
in the lake, but you can make use of the 
canoes that the camp site has to offer for a 
small fee, larger boats can be used on Lake 
MacDonald but can not be petrol powered 
as the lake is part of the fisheries and is an 
eco protected lake.

 

A large A framed building ‘Kookaburra 
Lodge’ is located near the northern side of 
the site which contains male and female 
toilets and showers. Adjacent to this building 
is a well appointed kitchen and dining area. 
The kitchen has a gas/electric stove, two 
refrigerators, a large BBQ and two microwave 
ovens.

The price of self contained camping in tents is 
$8 per person per night. With use of kitchen, 
the price is $10 per person per night. If 
anyone has a camper trailer or caravan it is 
$12 per person per night.

The plan is to have a communal dinner on 
Saturday night prepared by a qualified chef. 
So if you’d like to be part of it let us know.

For more information and bookings contact 
Rita von Rotz:

Phone: 07 3314 8344

Mobile: 0431 707 144 

Email: tari@swiss.org.au

For direction and more info visit their website: 
http://campcooroora.scoutsqld.com.au
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Let’s WALK! 

Springbrook  
Weekend
28 – 30 October 2016
We have organised The Lodge in the middle 
of the rainforests of Springbrook from Friday 
night to Sunday. It is near the Best of All 
Lookout. There are four self-contained motel 
style rooms and one shared self-contained 
room with a separate 5 bed bunk-room and 
a screened double bed in kitchen area of 
shared room. Get in early as there is only 
space for a maximum of 27. We plan to help 
with the removal of Aristea ecklonii a bad 
weed threating the health of the rainforests. 
Friday night there will be a information 
session about Springbrook Rescue, a 
video show of Springbrook's birds and 
other wildlife. Saturday morning we will do 
volunteer weeding. Saturday afternoon easy 
walk to a fall only accessible via private land, 
Saturday night Fondue ($5 each) followed 
by a slide show. Sunday, Purling Brook Falls 
easy walk in Springbrook National Park or if 
you prefer you can sneak away and relax and 
have a quiet time.

Accommodation – there are four motel 
style units within the lodge that each have a 
double bed, sofa bed and a single bed in the 
loft plus ensuite and kitchenette. In addition 
there is a family room with double bed and 
separate room with five single bunk beds and 
bathroom and kitchenette. All rooms have 
small fridge.

Communal facilities include large lounge 
with fire place, large dinning area and small 
kitchen with fridges, microwaves, stove, 
electric kettle, etc.

Adults required to volunteer for 4 hours 
weeding on Saturday morning

Cost $40 for Adults; $20 for kids for the 
weekend (2 nights accommodation included. 
($20/$10 if only staying one night, i.e. 
Saturday night)

RSVP by 16 October 2016 to online

Further info contact Peter on  
bushwalkers@swiss.org.au

Interest so far: 7 in total – Gerbers (2), Elise 
(4) and organiser (1). 20 remaining places, get 
in early or miss out! Two Motel Rooms gone 
so far. Get in early to get the last two Motel 
Rooms. Preference for families in the Motel 
rooms. Depending on who registers, motel 
rooms may be reallocated to make most 
effective use of the space.

About Springbrook Rescue

Springbrook Rescue is a multi-stage project to 
protect and restore the World Heritage rainfor-
ests of the Springbrook region. It involves seven 
programs:

1  Acquiring land to expand the World Heritage 
area

2  Restoring critical habitat and landscape con-
nectivity

3  Community engagement in World Heritage 
protection, presentation and restoration

4  Science programs to guide restoration and 
monitoring

5  Protecting World Heritage through better gov-
ernance

6  Presenting World Heritage values for their 
protection and community well being

7  Partnerships to realize a shared vision

It commenced in 2005 and is managed by the 
Australian Rainforest conservation Society (ARCS), 
led by Dr Aila Keto and Dr Keith Scott.

Further information: Springbrookrescue.org.au/
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My story... or “get to know your SSQ members”

Shane and Fabienne Sendall with  
(from left) Tabea, Jesse and Erin

What’s your story? Please send us a short text, approx 500 words max (word files or email, 
no pdfs) and a photo so we can publish it in the Swiss News. editor@swiss.org.au

In 1997, I (Fabienne) came to Brisbane as an 
exchange student. I spent an awesome year 
studying geology at UQ. While attending a 
multicultural night on campus, I met Shane, a 
Kiwi-Aussie, who was to become my husband. 
Shane was in his honours year in IT and I was 
to go back to Switzerland to finish my degree. 
Shane successfully applied for a PhD position 
at EPFL.

At the end of 1997 we headed back to 
Switzerland. Fully jet-lagged, Shane got a 
full immersion in my French speaking family 
on Christmas day. I finished my Masters in 
geology at the University of Lausanne and 
Shane did his PHD in Software Engineering at 
EPFL. We both worked in Geneva for a while, 
living in the cute village of La Rippe above 
Nyon. Then as Shane got a position as a post 
doc with IBM research in Ruschlikon, we 
moved to the Swiss German part for a year. 
I kept my job in Geneva and was commuting 
through the country every week (lucky it was 
not Australia!). As we were expecting our first 
child, we decided to head back to the French 
part to be closer to family. In the meantime, 
Shane became Swiss, adding a third passport 
to his collection.

In July 2005 our first daughter Erin was born. 
What an amazing gift and a change of life! 
We were then living in Ecublens. Shane was 
working in Morges. And I changed jobs, but still 
had to commute to Geneva. We both started to 
work part-time to be more with Erin. In 2006, 
we bought our first family home in Lully-sur-
Morges and then added another two children 
to our family. Our son Jesse came along in 
2008 and our little girl Tabea was born in 2010. 
Our life was fine, revolving around our kids 
and work, enjoying the Swiss seasons and the 
small village life.

Around 2012 Shane was no longer enthusiastic 
about his job/company. He needed a change. 

His mum (who is living on the Gold Coast) 
was already quite ill. And my boss (in 
Geneva) had been diagnosed with an 
incurable cancer. We decided to move back 
to either Australia or NZ. In August 2014, 
after just two phone calls with a company in 
Brisbane, Shane was offered a job starting 
1 October 2014. Sadly, my boss passed 
away in early 2014. I had to close down 
the Geneva branch of the company and 
then deal with the move. After packing and 
saying goodbye, the kids and I arrived in 
Brisbane on 1 January 2015. The kids had 
a last Swiss Christmas before starting with 
the flow of a new academic year here in 
Brisbane.  

For almost two years, we have been living in 
Carindale. Our kids are going to a (big) great 
school next door. Although some of us still 
miss quite a few things from Switzerland, we 
have the chance to be here and enjoy the 
Kiwi-Aussie grandparents, and discover a 
different environment. 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting
Saturday, 5 November 2016 Swiss Society of Queensland Inc.

Newstead, Queensland 4007 
www.swiss.org.au • Email: ssq@swiss.org.au 

ABN 79 756 877 680

The Swiss Society of Queensland Inc invites all financial 
members to attend our AGM. We hope for a large 
attendance as we have to vote for a new president.

Date:  Saturday, 5 November 2016

Time:  2pm followed by a High Tea

Venue:  Anglican Church Hall,  
56 Racecourse Rd, Ascot

RSVP:  By 20 October to  
Rita von Rotz  0431 707 144   
Anita Meier 0401 957 309

A membership check will be conducted prior to the 
meeting. If you are unable to attend in person you may 
appoint a proxy in writing which must be deposited 
with the President prior to the commencement of the 
meeting.

Agenda

1.  President’s Welcome/Opening 
Remarks

2.  Apologies 
3.  Minutes of previous AGM
4.  President’s Report
5.  Treasurer’s Report
6.  Election of Committee 

a) Election of Chairperson in   
 respect to 7c 
b) Retirement of Committee 
c) Election of New Committee 
d) Appoint an auditor, accountant 
or an approved person for the 
present financial year 

7.  General business – Questions 
from the floor  
 

Send your proxy to: Swiss Society of Queensland Inc.

PO Box 3240, Newstead Queensland 4006 OR email: tari@swiss.org.au 
ABN 79 756 877 680

Please ensure your membership is up to date.

PROXY FORM

I  .................................................................................. of  .........................................................

being a financial member of the above named Association, hereby appoint:

Mr/Mrs/Ms .................................................................. of ..........................................................

as my proxy to vote on my behalf at the annual general meeting of the Swiss Society  
of Queensland Inc. on 5 November 2016 at Anglican Church Hall, 56 Racecourse Rd, Ascot

Date: ..............................................................................

Signature: ................................................................................................................................
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CONGRATULATIONS 
to Swiss Society of Queensland Club member Matthias Bickel,  
winner of the 6th Australian National Jass Tournament in Perth!

We must be mad!

Travelling 7200 kms to play Jass?? That 
is exactly what a bunch of dedicated 
Queensland Swiss did on the second 
weekend in June.

The 6th National (Australian) Jass 
Tournament was held in Perth.

After 5 tournaments on the east coast 
of Australia, a large number of previous 
participants found their way across the 
continent to play at the 6th Jass Tournament. 
There were 52 contestants in total. 

The tournament had a special twist this year 
as the organisers had us play with German 
cards in the morning and French cards in the 
afternoon. Even though not everybody was 
happy about that, it worked out very well and 
I don’t think anybody was disadvantaged.

But playing cards was not all the local 
organising committee had in store for us. On 
Saturday, a bus trip was organised to the 
Swann Valley and ending up in Freemantle 
to give everybody an idea about the Perth 
area. Thank you to Silvia, a professional tour 
guide, for taking us on this informative trip, 

we got to taste the local wine, chocolate and 
delicatessen. In the end we had time to visit 
Freemantle and savour the local seafood.

The Sunday was dedicated to Jass! Only 
interrupted by food and drinks, many battles 
were fought until the new Australian Jass 
Champion was decided. 

And the trophy went to Queensland for 
another year! Congratulations to Matthias 
Bickel, our proud Champion.

Next year’s tournament will be held in 
Melbourne on the second weekend in June 
(Queens Birthday).

Why not come with us? Practice sessions are 
held every other Wednesday evening at the 
Gallopers Club in Ascot, from 6 pm.

Anita Bickel
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Australian National Jass Tournament 2016  

PERTH – FINAL RANKING

20  Bachmann, Heinrich 6413
21  Frischknecht, Bruno 6408
22  Toolin, Christine 6376
23  Gisler, Hans 6329
24  Goldiger, Brigitte 6315
25  Huerlimann, Beny 6310
26  Woodtli, Heinz 6308
27  Hochuli, Sylvia 6307
28  Bickel, Anita 6282
29  Bohlen, Hansruedi 6277
30  Montandon,Willie 6273
31  Anthonisz, Iris 6268
32  Wust, Silvio 6267
33  Eisenegger, Paul 6262
34  Hugi, Angela 6257
35  Renggli, Markus 6237
36  Bruengger, Hans 49 6109
37  Schaeppi, Ursula 6090
38  Wicki, Bruno 6070
39  de Burgh, Edith 6058
40  Frutiger, Maria 6057
41  Wittwer, Kaethi 6014
42  Frutiger, Daniel 5994
43  Wihler, Peter 5969
44  Goldiger, Sepp 5940
45  Martin, Robyn 5922
46  Marshall, Richard 5876
47  Alini, René 5868
48  Unternaehrer, 5845
49  Milwright, Ruth 5836
50  Hofmann, Karl 5835
51  Mayer, Richard 5822
52  Schacher, Margrit 5720

The players with the highest individual 
scores in rounds all day:

1st   Bickel, Matthias & Hirsbrunner, Silvia 841

2nd  Frischknecht, Bruno &  
 Simath, Alois 825

The player closest to the average (mean) of 
total scores: 

Bickel, Anita 6282    

Average of the total scores: 6280

Ranking  Score

1  Bickel, Matthias 6756
2  Marshall, Elsbeth 6716
3  Hugli, Ernie 6682
4  Heiligenbrunner, Thomas 6664
5  Wager, Madeleine 6610
6  Felder, Willy 6594
6  Simath, Alois 6594
8  Moullet, Roger Paul 6590
9  Merz, Markus 6562
10  Hirsbrunner, Silvia 6535
11  Popp, Beat 6518
12  Graber, Urs 6499
13  Portmann, Fred 22 6498
14  Will, Ruth 6496
15  Kuffer, Werner 6487
16  Balestra, Aurelia 6482
17  Isele, Elisabeth 6472
18  Muller, Heinz 6461
19  Schacher, Joe 6430
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The social Jass Group meets every 2nd 
Wednesday evening, from 6pm at the 
Gallopers Sports Club, Cnr Lancaster and 
Nudgee Rds, Ascot, Brisbane 4007.

Everybody welcome. 

Regular JASSEN 

For more information contact:
Rita von Rotz 0431 707 144 
Fredi Vogel 07 3289 1183

Remaining 
JASS Dates 2016

USM has stood for modularity, coupled with value for 50 years. With the highest quality materials, Swiss manufacturing and 
timeless design, USM Modular Furniture is much more than an everyday work aid: it is a future generated asset. 

ECC Lighting+Furniture would like to offer the members of the Swiss Society Queenland a 10% discount on USM furniture.

 

Terms & Conditions: 
Valid until January 31st 2016. Discount applies to USM Furniture and parts only, not delivery or assembly. 
Delivery within Australia. Must show valid membership to the Swiss Society of QLD. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. 

15 James Street
Fortitude Valley QLD 4006
Ph: 07 3100 8842
www.ecc.com.au

USM Modular Furniture is available from ECC Lighting+Furniture.

Sept 14 • Sept 28 • Oct 12 • Oct 26  

Nov 9 • Nov 23 • Dec 07 • Dec 21

http://www.ecc.com.au
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Happy hikers!

Six happy hikers met at Aratula (a small 
country town near Cunningham’s Gap) at 9am 
on Sunday, 10 July 2016. From Aratula we 
drove in a convoy toward the bottom of Mt 
Greville to prepare for our epic ascent! 

The drive to Mt Greville was very scenic and 
we were welcomed by the locals (furry, with 
long tails and hoping). 

Once we started walking, there were three 
alternatives routes to the top:  Waterfall 
Gorge, South East Ridge or Palm Gorge. 
According to our favourite guide Peter, 
Waterfall Gorge was the hardest, and because 
we all felt like being challenged, we didn’t 
hesitate and voted unanimously for this option 
and I guess no one regretted it. 

The gorge was so beautiful that we concluded 
that the adjective “GORGEous” was probably 
derived from Palm Gorge! But first, there 
were some rocky slabs to scramble over and 
sometimes it was very slippery! We also came 
across an ancient tree with a natural shelter 
within its trunk that could host two intrepid 
hikers. 

At the top of the gorge we were rewarded with 
great views of the southern Fassifern Valley 
and the southern Mountains of the Main 
Range, Mt Ballow, Mt Barney, Mt Edwards,  
Mt Moon, Mt Maroon and Moogerah Dam. 

Although we felt that we should have already 

been at the summit, Matthias’ altitude reading 
watch indicated that we were only half way 
there! This was when Peter decided to 
spice up our day and venture into uncharted 
territory to the detriment of our arms and 
legs....but this only lifted the spirit of the day 
of our group, as everyone found this very 
funny (going through very dense and spiky 
bush!). 

Eventually we made it to the top, where the 
view was even more spectacular and so was 
Peter’s knowledge of all the surrounding 
summits! 

We all enjoyed a very yummy picnic and a 
very Swiss dessert (Frey chocolate), which 
gave us the energy to get up and make the 
trek back down like happy little mountain 
goats. 

The descent was definitely easier than the 
climb and the view was equally astonishing as 
now we could view luscious Palm Gorge from 
above. 

Invigorated by the excursion we were all keen 
to end the day around a well-deserved beer at 
the nearest pub! 

How lucky is our Swiss Club having such a 
wonderful ranger! Again Peter arranged a 
fantastic hiking day! Thank you so much! 

Elise, Rita, José, Matthias, Charles with Peter
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Cover Photo:

Bonfire at the Swiss Society of 
Queensland Swiss National  
Celebration at Samford
The date of 1 August is inspired 
by the date of the Federal Charter 
of 1291, Pacte du Grutli, placed 
in “early August”, when “three 
Alpine cantons swore the oath 
of confederation” (Schwyz, Uri 
and Nidwalden), an action which 
later came to be regarded as the 
foundation of Switzerland.” The 
document is one of several dozen 
pacts attested for the territory of 
Switzerland in the period of the 
mid-13th to mid-14th century. 
The foundation of the Old Swiss 
Confederacy had been mostly 
associated with the Bund of 
Brunnen of 1315, or with the 
Rütlischwur, dated to 1307 by 
Aegidius Tschudi.

1 August is celebrated each 
year with paper lantern parades, 
bonfires, hanging strings of Swiss 
flags, fireworks and competitive 
rifle shooting matches.

(Cover Photo © Patrik Good)

Minimum fuss. Maximum comfort.

A Swiss classic meets 
Australian cotton!
It-�ts, high quality jersey bed sheets 
to �t all standard Australian bed sizes.

shop at it-�ts.com.au 

http://www.it-fits.com.au
http://www.malenycheese.com.au
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             4EB Radio auf Deutsch /  
             German language

https://www.facebook.com/ 
4EB.German

Dear friends and supporters of the german-
language group of Radio 4EB, during and after 
the Swiss National Day celebrations at Samford I 
received quite some Swiss support and was able to 
welcome new members for Radio 4EB.

4EB Radio is on facebook!

Also available from the factory delicatessen at:
126 Lahrs Rd Yatala Qld 4207

Gotzinger Deli Cafe

126 Lahrs Rd Yatala Qld 4207

Open:  6:15am – 4pm 
Monday to Friday

TEL:  (07) 5549 21057

• Swiss Bratwurst
• Fleischkaese
• Cervelat (Knackwust)

Just a few of the products made 
to traditional recipes by our Swiss 
Master Butcher.

Available from all good delicatessens, 
IGA stores (Qld, NSW, VIC) or call us 
for your nearest store.

TEL:  (07) 5549 3955 

FAX:  (07) 5549 3944

EMAIL:  sales@gotzinger.com

 

www.gotzinger.com

http://www.swisscommunity.org
http://www.facebook.com/4EB.German
http://www.gotzinger.com
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Café Restaurant & Take Away
Der Geschmack und

die Atmosphäre wie in Österreich

Wiener Küche
Kaiserschmarren & Strudel

Schnitzelspezialitäten
Torten, Kuchen & Brote aller Art

Österreichische Weine,
Biere & Schnäppse

Mo – Do 7am bis 7pm
Fr & Sa 7am bis 10pm
Sonntag 7am bis 3pm

Sinnamon Park Village
58 Oldfield Road, Sinnamon Park

phone/fax: 07 3376 1822
email: info@kandk.com.au

www.kandk.com.au

 




Our specializaon is with business compung.  We supply, implement and maintain business networks. You have 
a one-stop shop—no buck passing.  It will simply work. And yes, if your network is badly behaved, we will put it 
back into shape and then keep it that way. We supply equipment, consult you on licensing, integrate third party 
soware and hardware, and yes, we do troubleshoot. 

Please give us a call.  I’d be happy to consult Swiss Club members and their friends on what system would best 
suit your needs, for business or family. 

 
Gold Coast: 07 5597 0666 

Brisbane: 07 3823 4142 
Other Regions: 1300  076 243 

Call Franz Huber on any of these numbers 

or visit our website:  www.biz2bizit.com.au

modernising traditional pasta  
with fresh and innovative ideas

creators of delicious pasta creations, 
including fresh egg pasta, ravioli, gnocchi, 

lasagnes and sauces

26 Horan Street
West End Qld 4101

phone 07 3257 3321

www.cjspasta.com.au

http://www.kandk.com.au
http://www.biz2bizit.com.au
http://www.cjspasta.com.au
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DES ALPES

Open Tuesday - Sunday for Coffee, Brunch & Dinner

welcome to

Monika, Nick, Belinda, Tim  
and Jessica look forward to your visit!

OPENING TIMES: 
Tuesday to Sunday  
for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

47 Blackwood Street 
Mitchelton QLD 4053

Phone: 07 3355 9627

www.desalpes.com.au

Des Alpes 
Restaurant

DES ALPES 
Swiss Restaurant

Swiss Hospitality at its best

DENTIST
Matthias Bickel  

Dr med dent, PhD (Bern) 

Specialist SSRD  
(Prosthodontist)

State-of-the-art complete  
dental care to Swiss standards

35 years experience as  
University teacher and  

private practitioner

Now in two convenient locations:
• Kenmore, Brisbane 

• Toowoomba

Call me without obligation to  
discuss your needs.

phone 1300 242 535 
mobile 0423 173 525 

email info@betterpros.com.au
www.bickel.dental

http://www.easycraft.com.au
http://www.desalpes.com.au
http://www.bickel.dental
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                      Swiss Society of Queensland Inc • Contact Details

 Position Name Mobile Home Phone Email

Swiss Society of Queensland Inc swiss.org.au/ssq

President: Rita von Rotz  0431 707 144 – tari@swiss.org.au
Vice-President: José Jungo  0419 900 486 – josesunstar@gmail.com 
Secretary: Anita Meier  0401 957 309 – anita.meier72@bigpond.com 
Treasurer: Peter Weidman 0407 733 202 – peterweidmann@digisurf.net.au 
Committee René Alini  0408 982 025 07 3848 7519 ozalini@gmail.com
members: Jakob Berner  – 07 5432 8532 j.berner@optusnet.com.au   
 Gabriel Dubler  0435 570 241 07 3300 5421 gdubler@swiss.org.au 
 Peter Oesch  0466 827 750 – 

Postal Address: PO Box 3240, Newstead Qld 4006       ssq@swiss.org.au

Swiss News Sybille Goss   0424 064 789 07 3342 6430 editor@swiss.org.au
 Alice Schwarz Brunold  0410 066 203 07 5465 6306 editor@swiss.org.au
 Printed by World Wide Online Printing  07 3221 1033 www.worldwide.com.au

SSQ Web Admin Fredi Vogel  0406 543 628 – Fredi@swiss.org.au

Other useful contacts

Gold Coast Group www.swiss.org.au/gcs

 Franz Huber  0414 970 666   07 5530 5061 gcs@swiss.org.au  
 Bruno Vogt   07 5559 4600 
 Hansruedi & Merla Schwegler 07 5529 4763  

Baerg-Roeseli Inc. www.swiss.org.au/syfg 

President: Katja Wallimann Gates  07 3871 1339 syfg@swiss.org.au
Secretary: Iris Roethlisberger  07 3285 4818

Swiss Community Care Society www.swiss.org.au/sccsq  

President:  Lorly Wihler   07 3298 5300
Secretary: Erika Vincent   02 6672 8591 
Sunshine Coast: Ursula Sheldon  07 5443 4272

Fraser Coast Group www.swiss.org.au/page.php?UD=105 

President:  Cecile Scherrer 0409 286 326 07 4194 0105 cecile@swiss.org.au

Sunshine Coast Swiss Club    

President: Hanni Kaech   07 5447 7548

SSQ Jass Group  

 Rita von Rotz  0431 707 144 07 3314 8344 tari@swiss.org.au 
 Fredi Vogel   07 3289 1183

Honorary Consul, Brisbane Daniel Gschwind 07 3236 1445 brisbane@honrep.ch 
Consulate General of Switzerland, Sydney         02 8383 4000 www.eda.admin.ch/australia  
Swiss AHV/AVS      www.iv.admin.ch  
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL
Swiss Society of Queensland Inc. and  

Swiss Yodel & Folklore Group “Baerg Roeseli” Inc.
PO Box 3240, Newstead Qld 4006  

www.swiss.org.au • email: ssq@swiss.org.au

 
 

 

 

1 July 2016 - 30 June 2017 
Application / Renewal of Membership 

  
PO Box 3240, Newstead, QLD 4006 

www.swiss.org.au, email: ssq@swiss.org.au 
 

 

Surname:  .............................................................  Given Name: ................................................  DOB:  ..................  

Spouse/Partner Surname:  .............................................. Name: ................................................  DOB:  ..................  

Child 1:  .............................................  DOB:  ................  Child 2: ................................................  DOB:  ..................  

Child 3:  .............................................  DOB:  ................  Child 4: ................................................  DOB:  ..................  

Street Address:  .......................................................................................................................................................  

Suburb/Town:  ........................................................................................................  Postcode:  ...............................  

Phone:  ..................................  Mob 1:  ..................................................  Mob 2:  ....................................................  

e-mails:............................................................................................................................  for News Flash invitations 

Swiss News of QLD Magazine: I’ll read the Online Version   Please mail me the Printed Version  
 

Office Use:     NEW Members 
 
Proposed by: ......................... 
 
               Date: ........................ 
 
 
Seconded by: .......................... 
 
               Date: .......................... 

 
B.  Swiss Yodel and Folklore Group ‘Bärg-Röseli’ Inc   ABN 35 941 518 192  yearly support 

  $ ........... .-- Passive membership, $10 per person 
  $  .......... .-- Donation to the Swiss Yodel and Folklore Group 
 
    $  .... ...--      Total Payment to ‘Bärg-Röseli’ 

 

    $  .............. .-- Total Payment for A + B 
 
Direct Deposit:  BSB: 034 002 - Account Number: 708 120 - Account Name: Swiss Society of Queensland Inc 
 IMPORTANT: Include your Surname in the Description so we can identify your payment. 
 Please email payment details to the Treasurer: treasurerssq@swiss.org.au 
 

Cheque:  Payable to: Swiss Society of Queensland Inc.  Mail to: PO Box 3240, Newstead QLD 4006 
 
New Members only :  Place and Date:  ...................................... ................. Signature: ........................................... 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Thank you for your support and loyalty to the Swiss Society of Queensland Inc 
 

RECEIPT :        Swiss Society of Queensland Inc    or/and      Swiss Yodel and Folklore Group ' Bärg-Röseli' Inc                           
   
Received :                 $  .............. .00                   Received  by : ......................................................     Date:  ................................... 

 

A.  Swiss Society of Queensland Inc   ABN 79 756 877 680  (yearly support) 

     $ 35.-- Family - includes partner and children under 18 years 
  $ 25.--   Single - for single persons (or children) over 18 years 
  $ 25.-- Family Pensioner - aged 65+ includes partner 
  $ 15.-- Single Pensioner - aged 65+ 
  $  .......... .-- Donations to the Swiss Society 
 
    $ .. .... .--      Total payment to the Swiss Society of Queensland 
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C

DID YOU KNOW?

Raclette was mentioned in medieval 
writings, in texts from Swiss-German 
convents dating from as far as 1291, 
as a nutritious meal consumed 
by peasants in mountainous 
Switzerland and Savoy (now part of 
France). It was then known in the 
German-speaking part as Bratchäs, 
or "roasted cheese". Swiss cow 
herders used to take the cheese with 
them when they were moving cows 
to or from the pastures up in the 
mountains. In the evenings around 
the campfire, they would place the 
cheese next to the fire and, when it 
had reached the perfect softness, 
scrape it on top of bread.

Raclette is typically served with tea 
or other warm beverages. Another 
popular option is to serve it with white 
wine. Local tradition cautions that 
other drinks – water for example – will 
cause the cheese to harden in the 
stomach, leading to indigestion.

(Wikipedia)

http://www.fraser4wdhire.com.au
http://www.cacounselling.com.au
http://www.fromart.com.au
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Many thanks to Gabriel Dubler for the fabulous photos!

And we enjoyed the Raclette evening!
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Swiss Community 
Care Society

Seniors 
Lunch at 
Buderim 
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